57th International Astronautical Congress 2006

35th Symposium on The Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence (SETT) — The Next Steps
(A4.)
SETI II - Interdisciplinary Aspects (2.)

Author: Prof. Paolo Musso
University of Insubria, Genova, Italy, musso.pl@libero.it

WHAT THE FERMI PARADOX TELLS US ABOUT THE DANGERS OF
ACTIVE SETI

Abstract

The debate on whether we should do active SETI, both spontaneously and as a reply
to a detected extraterrestrial signal, is as old as SETI itself. However, recently it arose
strongly again during the discussion about the revision of the SETI Post Detection Pro-
tocol. The main objection always was, and still is, that, while passive SETI is surely not
dangerous for us, active SETT may be. So, in this paper I will try to evaluate the possible
dangers of active SETI through a careful analysis of the well known “Fermi paradox”.
The preliminary hypothesis (still to be checked) is that, whatever solution we give it, it
always implies as a consequence that active SETI cannot increase significantly the risk we
run to suffer damages by ETs.



